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International Bureau (POT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

1 . Claims 1 -27 are allowed over prior art. 

2. This action is in reply to applicant's correspondence of 16 September 2006. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for the indication of allowable 
claimed subject matter. 

4. As per claims 1,1 1,12,18,19 and 22 generally, prior art of record, Kambayashi et al, U.S. 
Patent 6,477,649 B2, fails to teach alone, or in combination, other than via hindsight, at the time 
of the invention, the features as discussed and remarked upon in the response of 9/16/2006 to 
office action of 5/16/2006. 

Specifically, (as per claim 1, for example) prior art dealing with secured/protected (i.e., 
DRM) content via various cryptographic functions (i.e., encryption/decryption) in general, and 
video on demand (Vod) insofar as watermarking/encrypted distortion of content and subsequent 
recovery via decryption, etc., more particularly, is generally known to exist per se, (i.e., Griwodz, 

C, et al, 'Protecting VoD the Easier Way'. ACM. 1998, pages 21-28, 

http://deliverv.acm.orq/10.1145/300000/290751/p21- 

qriwodz.pdf?kev1 =290751 &kev2=391 71 2461 1&coil=GUIDE&dl=GUlDE&CFID=6825858&CFTQKEN=7723437 
whereas the use of the content multicast in partially corrupted or encrypted form to be subsequently recovered via 
unicast transfer of encrypted non-corrupted partial content of which predetennined seed components are used to 
decrypt (via key generation from the seed(s)) said encrypted non-corrupted partial content). Nowhere in the prior 

art is found collectively the italicized claim elements (i.e., the use of a subset of the keys 

generated and the subset bounded as a function of the predetermined/pre-established seed(s) at 

the client terminal, so as to allow appropriate distributed content recovery via the use of the 

subset of keys as a function of the seed(s) so detennining the subset via position within the entire 
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key space), at the time of the invention', serving to patently distinguish the invention from said 
prior art; 

"1 . A method of distributing data comprising: 

(a) encrypting a plurality of data units each with 

a different one of a first sequence ofkeys\ 

(b) communicating encrypted data units to 

a pluraHty of user terminals; 

(c) communicating at least one seed value to 

a user terminal^ 

(d) generating from the seed value or values 

a second sequence of keys greater in number than 

the number of seed values communicated to the user terminal; and 

(e) decrypting data units at the user terminal using 

said second sequence of keys, 
characterized 

in that in step (d) a sequence of keys constituting 
an arbitrarily doubly bounded portion of 

the sequence of keys of step (a) is generated, and 
in that the position in sequence of 

the lower and upper bounds of the said portion are 
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determined by the at least one seed value 

communicated in step (c)'' 



5. Dependent claims 2-10,13-17,20,21,23 and 24 are allowable by virtue of their 
dependencies. 
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Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from examiner 
should be directed to Ronald Baum, whose telephone number is (571) 272-3861, and whose 
unofficial Fax number is (571) 273-3861 and unofficial email is Ronald.baum@uspto.gov. The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday through Thursday from 8:00 AM to 5:30 PM. 

s If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nasser Moazzami, can be reached at (571) 272-4195. The Fax number for the 
organization where this application is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. For more information for 
unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the 
PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Ronald Baum 




